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Help Farmers to Help Themselves: Agricultural Information Literacy Programs in Tianzhu

Li Ximing Jiang Guodong (Tianzhu No. 1 High School, Gansu Province, Tianzhu, Gansu, 733200)

Abstract: Tianzhu No. 1 High School Library serves as the center of a regional library network cluster which is set to deliver practical
information services to support the cultural and economic development of the rural communities and to leverage all the local
information services to narrow the gap between economically developed urban areas and the disconnected, information deprived rural
communities. In this presentation, the author reports on training programs designed for delivering agricultural products specific
workshops to farmers. Two factors are the focal points of this study: the farmers’ level of information literacy and their specific needs
for agricultural product information. One of the objectives of the training programs was to help farmers to search and use product
information on their own. The interplaying of the two factors continues to be the subject for future study and will guide collaboration
among cluster libraries to offer more useful training programs.
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